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FINALS 2008 - EAGLES CANYON, TX

The culmination of our fourteenth season came to a close at Eagles Canyon in Texas. This new 2.5 mile track is
filled with elevation changes, off camber and blind corners. We had perfect weather all weekend making track
conditions ideal.

The event was filled with both qualified and non qualified drivers. Cars started rolling in on Thursday so they
could be on track first thing Friday morning. No one had ever driven this track before so it was a true finals test!
Drive arounds happened at first light and it was fun to watch who rode with whom to get helpful hints and sev-
eral drivers were quizzing Bob Blizzard on his thoughts. The track went hot at 8:30 and cars were on grid
promptly. By session two there were several offs and spins but NO damage to anyone. Everything was going

“m great until Brent Crosser had rock put a hole in his oil filter and he went off straight at turn 7. During his off

l: track excursion the grass caught fire and it spread rapidly from wind and dry conditions. The track had a fire

i truck but the water tank was empty and they were filling it with a garden hose. They used eight fire extinguishers
mh and that was as effective as fart in a wind storm. The fire grew shooting flames twenty feet in the air. The track
:- called in two different city fire departments and they came with three tankers and were able to put out the fire.
m When all was done it burned several acres and had the potential of causing serious damage to a near by farm and
My its cows. (Drivers were calling out what temperature they wanted their steaks cooked!) This was a first large fire

®a Viper Days experienced, and it was the tracks first fire also!

As the day passed our sponsors started to appear, Jeff Speer from Hoosier, Terry

Wingard from Renegade, Motul representative Bob Vining. They all walked
around the pits answering any questions and offering assistance to anyone who
asked. It is always great to have our sponsors attend the events and show their
Skip’s T-Shirt support
Friday’s reception was 40 minutes away at the Marriott but let me tell you it was
worth it. The reception offered a great selection of food and everyone left stuffed
Testimonials thanks to the Friday night reception sponsor Forgeline Wheels. Brent Crosser,
Texas World aka “Fire Starter”, was presented a humorous bill and trophy for the fire damage,
everyone laughed but Brent laughed the loudest. The entertainment continued as
everyone at the reception joined in to play “Viper Days Quiz”. There were two
rounds of trivia questions and prizes were awarded after each round.

Spring Mountain

Testimonials

More Testimonials

6AM and the track gates opened...man it is dark in Texas... black and cold! The
VRL Final Results driver’s meeting was tense as drivers were amped to get out on track. At the

driver’s meeting Jim Zachacz surprised Skip with a great t-shirt he designed that
Bryan Harris Article listed Skip’s Top Ten Commandments, which for regulars, are all of the key
MCS Einals Results things he says at the drivers meeting. The shirts sold out quickly! Thank you

Jimmy Z, a true friend to Viper Days and the Thomas family. The track went
Testimonials hot promptly at 8:30. The day ran really smoothly as there were no fires or any

other major problems. There were more track offs as .
Testimonials Continued on page 2




Continued from page 1

w as the day progressed and drivers started pushing the limits to hit that one hot lap. It was crowded at the trailer
= as everyone was constantly checking their times and their competitors times. The end of the day came quickly
» and everyone hustled back to the hotel to get ready for the Saturday trophy presentation.

The array of crystal trophies was blinding as you walked into the banquet room. Servers were passing hors d’
oeuvres as drivers and guests sipped cocktails while bragging about how fast they were on track. There were
Eastern Region trophies sponsored by Coastal Pet Products and Western Regional trophies sponsored by MS
Aecrospace. There were also perpetual trophies for both the Michelin Challenge Series and the Viper Racing

s League. Every winner was in awe of the large crystal trophy and appreciated the effort it took to win it. As

» cveryone enjoyed the delicious dinner, Skip thanked the banquet sponsor, Lavender Bridal Salon, which is

w owned by the Stokey family, thank you Karen, Nate, Mark and Laurel. Several drivers surprised Skip by stand-
w ing up to talk about how much Viper Days meant to them. We would like to thank Bryan Harris, Jim Zachacz,
% Steve Loudin and Don Cochran for the nice words they had about Viper Days, the Thomas family and the Viper
w Days crew. We ended the night as quickly as possible so drivers could get a good night sleep and be ready to

a compete the next day.
u

2 On Sunday morning drivers were excited to get on track and lay down a fat time. With only 3 sessions being

w timed they had to make sure that they drove aggressive yet safe. At the end of a safe day of driving, everyone

% came together to see who won National Champion. Visit viperdays.com and viperracingleague.com, theperfor-
2 mancedrivingschool.com and performanceracingleague.com to see all results and photos from the event. For on
E track car photos take a look at Tim Gaylean photos at www.tgfoto.com

I can not thank the sponsors enough for Finals as they helped make it was it was:
Reception — Forgeline Wheels — David Schardt
Banquet — Lavender Bridal Salon — The Stokey Family
Regional Trophy’s — Eastern — Coastal Pet Products — Jim & Kathy Stout
- Western — MS Aerospace — Michel & Adrian Szostak

National Champions MCS — Brian Angen Memorial — Terri & Rocky Angen & Bill Todd
VRL Trophies — White Stallion Productions — Gary & Libby Lashinsky
Hoosier Tire Bruce Foss and Jeff Speer

Finals 2008 were the best ever. Thank you to everyone who attended.

The 10 Commandments
According to Skip

Jim Zachacz gave this t-shirt
shown on page 3 to Skip at the
Saturday morning drive’s meeting.
It is a list of the key things Skip
says in the morning meetings. Af-
ter listening to them for 8 years
Jim knew the speech by heart.
Thanks Jimmy Z!!




According to Skip

How many of you a"re ,

1. paid to be here?
(Except Greenberg)

2. How many of you want to drive youf cars home?

3. The track is cold. You are not going to drive your fastest
lap this session. Practice your marks and learn the
track.

4. How many Corner Stations are there? There will be a
test, most will fail.

5. This is a driving school. If you want to race, move up to
the lunatics in the Red group.

6. The middle finger is not a ‘point by’

7. Point and lift. No Viper grin and drag race to the corner.

8. Drink plenty of water! If you don’t pee every hour you
are dehydrated.

9. Stay with in yourself

10. BE SAFE!

W
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Spring Mountain VRL
Winners

GT-8
Michael Greenberg 324
Rob Wellington 308

GT-C
Mark Alger 182

GT-MC

Spring Mountain Rookie Class

Weigel

Szostak
Szostak
Molnar
Haynes
Mould
Casey
Dana
Regan

Sienicki
Von Quilich
Faux

Ra-
dosavljevic
Deleon

Schlemm
Ogurek

Amplatz
Greenberg
Green

Ra-
dosavljevic

Markiwitz

Wheeler
Todd
Mione
Crosser

John

Michael
Adrian
Steve
Rick
Diane
Sean
Stevan
Tom

Chris
Michael
Josh

Marko
Harry

Jim
Al

Curtis
Donald
David

Andrej
Justin

PK
Bill
Gilles
Brent

02:37.855|

02:38.501
02:39.339
02:43.327
02:48.476
02:53.037
02:53.907
02:57.606
02:51.777

02:42.777

02:45.721°

02:57.371

02:58.349
03:24.405

02:54.520
02:54.991
02:37.266
02:49.574
03:02.016
03:12.368
02:44.190
02:36.118
02:41.064

02:41.470
02:41.490

Fred Roberts 331
Russ Oasis 304

Renegade High Points
Award: Fred Roberts 331
M oun- points
” Crusader Pole Winner:
tain Fred Roberts
September
HEEiEr I Hoosier Winners: Mark Al-
ger, Michael Greenberg,

Fred Roberts

I was driving down SR417 on my way to Randy's house at
approx. 80 mph and looked away for just a brief second; know-
ing that I was on the highway and all the traffic was moving
with me at the same rate of speed. As I looked back to the road,
I had a line of 25 cars dead stopped right in front of me; I
slammed on the brakes, realized there was ABSOLUTELY NO
WAY that I was going to stop, I swerved to the left (into the left
lane). Ithought at that time, I was safe, until I realized I did not
have the car in control. The car was fishtailing to the right, to
the left, back to the right and I think it was about then that I got
it back into control!

I know without a shadow of a doubt that if I would not have had
the experience for the past 2 years with Viper Days, I would
have either hit the stopped car at 80mph. or when I swerved to
miss, I would have lost control of the car and who knows what
could have happened then! So, thank God for Viper Days!

Brandi Wygal



<= PtLavaca.com

You can't meet a better group of men and women anywhere Everyone was amazing, from participants
to support people. I highly recommend anyone with a Viper to attend at least one of these events. You
will learn more about your car and yourself in those 2 days than countless hours of street driving.

Click here to find out when Viper Days rolls into a town near you http://www.viperdays.com/
schedule.htm

Live a little far away? Have your car transported to the track and fly in.

This is a GREAT time!!

David Moore

&m’s% VRL Hoosier Winners at Texas World. Skip Thomas, Jim
,gg@mj Stout, Kathy Stout, David Mazyck, Michael Greenberg and
M COACHES & mA

Steve Loudin.
Courtney,

I wanted to again thank you, your father, and
the whole crew for an outstanding event this
weekend. I enjoyed every minute of it and it
was the most professionally run event I have
participated in. I found everyone I met there to
be outstanding individuals and the experience
was simply awesome.

Regards,
Mike

Michael Gerdts, OD
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Antonelli
Gropp
Carter
Schade
Wood
Keating
Mc Cally
Wood

Palmer

Ferguson
Molnar
Zachacz
Stein
Mould

McNeil
Kelly
Boeker
Sewell
Sewell

Purtell
Robson
McCann
Ditmire
Gerdts
Merovich
Harcourt

Watson

Fair

Brown
Leszczynski
Green

Fellwock
Endle
Greenberg
Cochran
Caswell
McNeil

Wheeler
Pollock
Gaalla
Wall
Depew
Pace
Sewell

Tom
Billy
Larry
Cris
James
Ben
Cheryl
Ivan

Tim

Kevin
Steve
Jim
Nancy
Diane

David
Mark
Jim
Richard
Beth

Tim
Chris
John
Todd
Michael
Scott
Grayson

Greg
Steven
David
Mark
Chris

Ron
Sue
Donald
Don
Ed
Chad

PK
David
Ajay
Charlie
Craig
Cheyne
Lauren

01:52.066
01:53.000
01:54.967
01:55.213
02:01.597
02:04.148
02:04.407
02:15.893

02:00.165

01:53.541
01:55.856
01:55.877
01:57.167
02:05.179

01:59.931
02:04.818
02:07.096
02:09.245
02:17.554

01:59.595
02:02.847
02:02.890
02:07.649
02:08.607
02:09.000
02:14.779

01:59.961
02:01.237
02:01.456
02:03.036
02:05.651

01:59.757
02:01.513
02:02.618
02:07.044
02:07.360
02:22.037

01:56.280
01:59.352
02:00.595
02:06.181
02:07.177
02:08.734
02:38.278

Saturday night at Texas World. David Brown, Tom An-
tonelli, Mark Leszczynski, Steve Ferguson

| Texas World!

October
11& 17

The older I
get, the
faster |

was!

Texas World VRL Winners
GT-4
1. Kathy Stout 335

GT-8
Michael Greenberg 324
Kyle Foster 171

GT-1
David Mazyck 334

GT-C
1. Steve Loudin 338

GT-MC

1. Jim Stout 323
2. BenKeating 298
3. Russ Oasis 283

4. Fred Roberts 262
Peyton Pool 233

Renegade High Points
Award: Steve Loudin 338

points

Crusader Pole Winner:
Russ Oasis

Hoosier Winners: Kathy
Stout, Michael Greenberg,
David Mazyck, Steve Loudin,
Jim Stout




Shandon Stamper
Well, | have never been to a track before. | have never even really watched much racing in general be-
fore so | was as green a driver as they come. | signed up for the Mid-Ohio event and went a week or
two ago. It was awesome!!ll | was a little nervous at first by all the trailers and high end vipers that were
there and thought ohh | might be out of my league here. Well | was way way wrong!! | went with the
attitude of needing to learn and that's exactly what | got. As a Green (novice, beginner) you get 4 ses-
sions 1/2 hour each on the track per day. You also get 3 classroom sessions. Skip taught the class ses-
sions | was in and covered everything from oil to apex's. Then came track time, | was very apprehen-
sive about this because | drove my car to the track and | need it to get me back home. | may not owe
anything on my Viper but | can't afford to replace 2K items all over the place either.
Being in the green group (any group for that matter if you want) you get an "in car" instructor with head-
sets. Mark was mine and | had him throughout the entire event. Now, not to downplay that Viper Days
is a Driving School it is! | had just assumed that my adventure on the track would be kind of lame actu-
ally, like not being allowed to go over 80mph or something. Hehehehe NOT!! My first session out after
a few rounds through the track, | was hitting well into the 120mph++ on the back straight. It was freak-
ing awesome! Mark and Skip worked on me getting some real world experience on what the Genll|

brakes can do . I would never have imagined these cars can stop like this, nor take turns the way
they do and | wasn't even pushing the car. You just can't truly know what the viper can do until you get
it on a track! There seems to be two working issues at hand when on the track. First what the car can
do & second what | can do. | learned very fast that the Viper can do way more than | am willing to make
it do. There is no pressure to push past your limits and you even get your last 1/2hr session if the in-
structor lets you on you own. | met some great people had a great time and the food was great! I'm go-
ing again! The top was free for me to use from Viper Days just an FYI. | got like 100 photos like the
ones below from a sponsor (purchased) on CD | had to shrink them down because they are so high
res.! Anyway Too much fun. Call Skip Thomas and/or Courtney (run the Viper Days events). You owe
it to yourself and your viper to be the best safest driver with these cars that you can. You will have the
time of your life!!!

Skip; so great to -hear from you. Bill and |
were speaking of you this

morning saying we haven't touched base in
some time. When a bit of

success comes our way | always think that
a part of it belongs to you.

Thank you for being such a great part of
the racing experience.

You are one of the few people who have
placed yourteam inthat gap

between week-end novice and professional
racing creating a stream of

graduates that can get it done. Thanks
Skip, luv ya forit.

And hey don't be bashful if you want to
share this with-our Viper
friends.

BobWoodhouse@Woodhouse.com




Hi Courtney,

We just wanted to send this e-mail to you all saying a very big
'THANK YOU'lll. Adam and I had an awesome time at Viper Days-
Putnam Park! We couldn't have had more fun, and Adam (and I)
learned so much. Skip's classroom instruction was phenomenal and

Adam thought his instructor (Chuck) was a great teacher. He me”E
learned so much from him and was very comfortable

Forged Alloy Wheels

with him. Adam took away alot from this weekend. I am so very
proud of him and what he accomplished on the track. I haven't
seen him smile this much in a while. He is truly hooked, and is
already making adjustments in our budget so we can attend more
than one Viper Days next year. The people who attend and put
this together are truly a family, and we were so lucky and privi- 'W‘,
leged to become apart of it. It was so nice to see Skip again 1/=/4 o
and finally meet you, Tracey, and your Mom! Words cannot ex-

press how happy we are with Viper Days, we will recommend it to m L'\_U FL:“’ (ﬂLI\J

everyone, and look forward to seeing you all again soon. | ERTTTITETET

Thank you,

Angela and Adam Berger cnR:/l

e Y
PERFORMANCE EXI HA USTS

To win is to drive as slowly as possible wnthout

. relinquishing the lead. Im
A quick thank you for a great Viper Days weekend at

Putnam. With a barely broken in 2 month old SRT/10 coupe, my local Viper
Club reminded us of the upcoming Viper Days event. | was intrigued and a
little apprehensive. I've driven really fast cars for the past 11 years but
have never attempted to take a car on the track, nor have | ever found
myself in a dangerous situation on the road. | was curious to see what
racing was all about, and to see what my driving limitations really were, so

| took the plunge. Saturday was daunting. Whether it was the quick break GOMEﬂc
and CHE A E s ’
down shift on turn 2 or drifting towards the pit exit during turns 9 and 10,

MOTORSPORTS EQUI

| started out wondering what on earth was | doing here. By the end of (1 T S
Sunday, | had my answer. Due almost entirely to my instructor Nikki (I still ,smfﬁ”:.”’"'”u.:.
find it hard to believe that anyone would be willing to sit in the passenger )

seat of a Rookie's car on a race track). Nikki's patient calm guidance
gradually taught me the basics, encouraging me to step outside my comfort o s
zone, while reigning in attempts to try for too much too quickly. Coupled
with this was a classroom discussion led by Skip after almost every session
thet provided food for thought for the next session. While fastest lap times
were never a goal in themselves, they did illustrate how my driving
improved, with a best time in session two of 1 min 47 secs reduced to 1 min

29 seconds on Sunday afternoon without any real sense that | was pushing IEIEBED\‘%H%UE
the

envelope too hard. I'm no racer after one weekend, but the door has

e Eibach
just a little and its tempting to get in a little deeper. Even if | don't, §

I'm a better driver for the experience. Thanks, Mick Springs

8



Kathy Stout 150 2040

OO
VRL Nate Stokey 150 1764
F'NA'-S Mark Stokey 150 336
EessE R s s RN NN I David MaZka 140 302
Michael Greenberg 150 1906
Steve Loudin 140 1978
Straights are Tom Atherton 150 1958

for fast

cars. Turns
are for fast
drivers.

Mark Alger
Rick Girard

Ben Keating
Jim Stout
Fred Roberts

Russ Oasis

Scott Welham
Peyton Pool

150 322
140 317

130 1941
150 1937
140 1871
120 1823

150 331
140 305




A few thoughts about what | learned with my Viper at a Viper Days event.

After the dust cleared, | could see exactly what my instructor was talking about. It was crystal clear and
by golly, he was right again. Dang if these instructors don’t know exactly what they are trying to teach
us road racing rookies. As he said over and over...if you continue to apex early...you will continue to
run out of race track on the exit. And that is what put us in the grass, or mowing as some of them like
to call it. Well, it finally clicked in my head, like the preverbal light bulb turning on; only this was more
like the headlight from a locomotive.

You have to understand, the first time on a road race course, in a vehicle as fast as the Viper, well,
things happen real fast. That is a lot for the untrained brain to try to absorb. Personally, | process infor-
mation in an analytical way, from the physics point of view. Learning to hustle a Viper around a road
course during a Viper Days driving school is all about physics, to a rookie like me. A curve is just that,
an arc from one point to another. If you apex early, you begin the curve too soon, and finish the curve
somewhere over there, which is off course.

On the other hand, if you continue to brake in a straight line as they teach you, and go a little deeper
into the corner before you begin your curve, you will actually have more racetrack at the exit of the cor-
ner than you need. This means you can straighten the corner-out a little sooner. Which means you can
get on the throttle a little sooner and possibly a little harder. Credit card thicknesses of throttle applica-
tion. In other words, apply the throttle the thickness of one credit card at a time. Are you kidding me,
the only person that knows the thickness of a credit card is my wife. She can actually wear one out
from all the swipes before it expires. Besides, it is a straight-away. | can mash the loud pedal with the
best of them on a straight-away.

Dang that light bulb going off, | have 8 more corners to learn the correct way of doing this. Then the
laps start over and | already forgot the exact spot | was supposed to hit before | begin turning in. This is
a bigger challenge than | thought. The guys on TV make this look so easy. At least | got the straight-
aways down to an art. Even better than some of the Pro’s, | can’t even hear them shift! Sun of a gun, at
the end of this straight-away is another turn. Here we go again and the instructor has already got me
figured out. He knows | am going to miss my mark again and informs me on the two-way communica-
tion set we are wearing. At least he commented on the fancy gear knob | installed before we began this
session. | can’t believe he thinks it is part of the problem with me not being able to shift into fourth gear
sometimes. O.K., now he is yelling at me...brake...brake...BRAKE HARDER!

What got me into this condition in the first place? My 2001 Dodge Viper GTS and Viper Days. Every
Dodge Viper is a very capable road course vehicle. Yes, they go like stink down the straight-aways.
Anybody can run a Viper wide open in each gear in a straight-line, all it takes is desire. And they are
very impressive at this. One of the fastest production vehicles of all time. It is the art of learning the
cornering and breaking a Viper at speed that the real challenges lay. To get around a road course in
the least amount of time, you, the driver must learn the racing line. To keep a Viper on the racing line,
you must understand its behavior and how it will react to inputs. This is the physics part for me, learn-
ing how the Viper behaves and reacts, or as some more experienced may call it, performs. As we
learned from some of Newton’s Laws, for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction, and an
object in motion wants to stay in motion. For me, these Laws apply to road racing. Beyond a certain
point, continuing to turn the steering wheel only results in us continuing to go forward, or off-track. Or
how about when you apply too much throttle to your Viper and the rear end swings around. That has
happened to a few Viper owners. You should see the way a Viper can do pirouettes in the middle of a
small, slow speed corner. Although it means you have really messed-up, it is quite amazing. If you
mess-up real good, or go off-track, you get one of these great little woodchuck decals. Next session,
you get to go correct what you did wrong.

But where is a safe place to run the Viper, to learn these dynamics in a vehicle with such amazing ca-
pabilities? At any Viper Days event. Now, we call it an event, because you will experience an ual
change in your life and the way you drive your Viper. But, it is actually a driving school specifically

10 Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 9

geared for Vipers and Viper owners. Accomplished Viper competitors teaching Viper owners how to
drive their Viper around a road racing track. The track is the best place. It is designed for race cars, so
a Viper is right at home in this safe environment. The last thing any instructor wants to do is go mowing
through a field in the passenger seat of your Viper. You have professional organizers, track personnel,
safety and corner workers. All to keep you in a safe environment while legally speeding in your Viper.
You also have classroom time, to learn the dynamics of what your Viper is doing when you are acceler-
ating, breaking, and cornering. Safety and maintenance tips and the vendors are there to answer all
your questions about making your Viper faster. During this time you will also learn about track safety
and how to handle yourself and your Viper. You will learn to become a better driver, on the track and
on the street.

Founded in 1996, Viper Days is the official driving school of the Viper Club of America. It is not racing
your Viper. Viper Days is a driving school with safety first and foremost. Don’t worry; this does not di-
minish any of the fun. Actually, it increases the fun factor because they will do everything possible to
keep you from hurting yourself or your car. The instructors are real pro’s. They will go out of their way
to teach you many things about Vipers at speed on a road course. Things like squealing tires are
happy tires and smooth is fast. They do not like it when you jerk and toss your Viper around. After all,
instructors do not like you bouncing them around, so they do not want you to do anything to upset your
car. All of this translates directly to the street and makes you a better, safer driver. They feed you at
meal time, teach you at class time, and make you drive until you are exhausted and you will cherish
every moment. At the minimum, you will leave with a very nice commemorative Polo shirt, tons of
knowledge, and a huge grin on your face. Oh yeah, you can’t buy this much track time at any other
school, and you get to drive your Viper whether it is stock or modified. Worst case scenario, you will
get hooked. In the goal of trying to improve your driving abilities, you will make plans to attend as many
Viper Days events as possible.

If you have never been, come on out, you will not regret it. If you have already been before, come
back. All of us rookies can use all the feedback we can get.

All right, Mr. Analytical, recap time:

Rule #1 Accelerate in a straight line.

Rule #2 Brake in a straight line.

Rule #3 Always listen to what you instructor says, and try like heck to make the car do what he
is telling you.

Rule #4 Do Not, repeat, do not turn in early.

Rule #5 We do not want to see Mr. Woodchuck today.

P.S. ...keep your head up. What are you doing, looking at your hood? Head up!
The two-way communication between the driver and instructor works very well. They can hear every-
thing!

See you at several future Viper Days events.
Bryan Harris Rookie #21
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FINALS 2008 at EAGLES

CANYON

October 24, 25 & 26

"' # § %&

- %

Cris Schade

C #
Tanya Mazyck

# %% %
Scott Sabolich
Nancy Stein
Diane Mould

%% %
Bill Lamb
Ken Wells

%
John McCann
Brad Gorrondona

H#H )
Greg Watson

Chad McNeil

&
John Page
Brent Crosser
Rick Murray
John Jameson

12

_C

2:08.346

_C

2:38.024

2:01.400
2:02.454
2:08.134

2:04.471
2:07.357

2:07.081
2:11.804

2:08.263

2:21.209

1:59.373
2:00.806
2:03.268
2:10.788

# § %&

- %
Billy Gropp
John Weigel
Ben Keating
Tom Antonelli
Lino Di lorio
Cheryl McCally

# %% %
Steve Molnar
Jim Zachacz
Kevin Ferguson
Adrien Szostak
Michel Szostak

% %
David McNeil

%
Walter Bobko

# )
Terry Schilling
Mark Leszczynski
Steven Fair
David Brown

D ]
Scott Wharton

Sue Endle

Donald Greenberg

Don Cochran

&
PK Wheeler

*

01:56.727
02:00.194
01:55.737
01:57.233
02:00.132
02:01.635

01:59.417
01:59.431
01:57.140
02:00.110
02:03.722

02:01.155

02:09.997

02:04.650
02:08.355
02:05.208
02:05.678

02:07.151

02:06.442
02:06.625
02:14.735

01:56.331

1185
1120
1119
1116
1018
952

1216
1156
1138
1128
1068



Courtney,

I appreciate your help getting my
family and I prepared for our first
Viper Days. We had a great time
through the whole weekend, eve-
rything was smooth. The track
time was outstanding and I'm
making plans for next year.
Thank you for your friendly help
and making my family feel wel-
come.

Turner Harris (T.J.)

Skip,

Thanks for having me as an instructor. I really enjoyed the weekend.
My Friday at Mid ohio instructing for the SCCA event really showed the
difference between a great event and a poorly run event. Friday was for
the masses. We had 50 some instructors on the track at the same

time. The novice group was 80 some people divided into two

groups. - There was no published schedule as to- who was out when. No

instructors were assigned to students. it started 40 minutes late, . Asa
novice there were 40 students on the track at the same time. We never
had a clean lap.

Your events are wonderful. I hope things work out and Viper Days con-
tinues. Best of luck the rest of the season.

Rich Godfroy

Thank you, Skip, and the rest of the Viper
Days group for another great outing, this
past

weekend at Spring Mountain Raceway. |
very much enjoyed myself, and appreci-
ated the opportunity to experience a differ-
ent, and challenging track in a relatively
safe manner. It's a great way to get away
from the d@mned cubicle atmosphere that
| must endure the rest of the year !!

Best Regards, Jim Schlemm

Billy Gropp Eastern Region st place winner in

Unlimited.

resented by Kathy Stout and Skip

Thomas

= Thanks again for the great time. | am modifying my 96 GTS to make it safer per Skip's excellent ad-

= vice. I'm installing a roll cage, 5 points harnesses, 18 inch wheels with Hoosier DOT legal track radials,

= StopTech brakes, baffled oil pan, and a camera mount (so | can see how slow | am!). | also bought a
2 20 ft Sloan Quik Load trailer which makes the prospect of getting back home more probable . Skip
= asked if | would send him a note recounting a conversation we had prior to the first Sunday class. Here

nitis:

= After a day of class and track time, | sat in my hotel room trying to find ways to improve my lap times at
= VIR. It was clear that raw aggression was not going to help in that | had used up my brakes and spun
- out twice and generally turned the same 2:36's all day long. | can't remember my cell phone number

: but as | sat there, | could remember the entire track and most of what Skip and my instructor said in

. class/car about the line, consistency, early turn in's, and limousine braking just to name a few. | found
. = lots of things | could do to get faster but focused on 5 that | thought would be high yield. The first was
= to hit my marks and not turn in early on all the apex's. The second was to drive into my braking zone

= and not drag in on the brakes (limousine braking). The third was to be smooth steering, braking, shift-
= ing and most importantly with the throttle. The fourth was to not try to be aggressive where losing car

= control would turn into major slowness, like at the oak tree prior to the back straight. The last and most
= difficult was to keep on my line with when following or leading another car. At the end of Sunday, | had
2 run a 2:29 with the instructor in the car. There is tremendous room for improvement but | felt that with
" more thought and a whole lot of track time this could really become an obsession. In short, the first

= track day involved getting over the thrill of driving a Viper on a track ! The second day was all about

= applying what | learned in class and in the car on the track. | can't wait to do it again.

* David Cleary

13




Well...

My neighbor friend Steve Nowak, who has an older-model Viper from 1994, asked me if | ever wanted
to "race it around a track" at this thing called "Viper Days". | simply answered yes, not knowing what |
was getting myself into. Apparently, he takes his car and races it on a track but needs someone to go
with him, for help and time management, help with engine maintenance, etc.

| thought | was just going to go around some track with him, maybe once or twice, and maybe get to
drive it a little faster than the standard speed limit.

Boy was | wrong!!!

My experience was no different than actually driving a NASCAR race or something similar!!! You start
off with a little bit of rules and training school as a rookie, (very short and efficient), and then you get to
drive your car as "hard" as you wish with an instructor in the passenger seat, helping educate you on
driving performance. After you "graduate", you are allowed to drive alone and with other cars on the
race track!! On the straight-away, | was up to 140 mph, and then the curves are just as exhilarating.

Skip, his daughters and the rest of the support staff have a great routine going. You are able to race
up to five 25-minute segments each day. It is not a lot of sitting around waiting to drive your car. You
get so much opportunity to drive, you may not GET TO ALL THE SESSIONS due to exhaustion or
whateverl!!!

It was so great it made me think hard about buying my own Viper, and partnering with my neighbor on
a truck and trailer!!! he said "slow down", until | convinced him he could do better on the track with a
newer car!!!

It is better than you could ever imagine. Skip wants you to race your car, not sit on the sidelines and
watch others. Racing your car on the track is what you get to do. More than worth it.

Rookie Lloyd Mincy

"Just wanted to let you know how
much | appreciate the Advanced Driv-
ing Classes at the Viper Days Events.
| have found that, even when the
event is at one of the tracks | know
extremely well, |1 have always been
able to learn something useful in
these classes. | enjoy the emphasis
being on how to get that extra tenth
of a second, and the ideas | have
been given by the various experi-
enced individuals who have passed
on their understanding and applica-
tion of various concepts and princi-
ples of high performance driving have
contributed a great deal to improving
my lap times. Many thanks for pro-
viding these classes."

Bob Blizzard
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